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FUAYERFUL BILLBOARD greets travelers on 
Highway 395 at Big Pino. Sign hints at 
frustrations of drought-stricken resi¬ 
dents living in the area. 


"ARSON" 


County School Turmoil 

SCHOOL OFFICE PROBLEMS SURFACE 
IN WAGE AND AUTHORITY ISSUES 


More than a year of wage haggling between 
the unbending Inyo County School Board and its 
equally determined county school employees has 
revealed - finally - some long-simmering ques¬ 
tions about where the authority lies in Inyo's 
county school organization. 

And in recent weeks school board members 
have turned a lot of their attentions toward 
preparation of a code of guidelines defining 
their own - and the school superintendent's - 
power of action and decision-making. 

The issues at stake surfaced last year as 
school board wage negotiations reached a boil¬ 
ing point. At that time one board member said 
in effect that Superintendent Melvin Bemasconi 
was usurping "all the control." That touched 
off some debate, public and private, over whe¬ 
ther the board should have more power in making 
decisions, and in knowing details of proposed 
action. 

Then,as now, some board members were ad- 
(See SCHOOL BOARD, Page3) 
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ECONOMY MOTORS EXPLOSION 
MAY LEAD TO CRIMINAL CHARGES 

■With unexpected candor the 
Inyo state fire marshall released 
over the weekend a statement that 
claims the Economy Motors fire of 
last February was "definitely arson." Fire Mar¬ 
shall Dave Wallizer is expected to meet "in the 
very near future" with District Attorney L.H. 
"Buck" Gibbons to go over his evidence and re¬ 
ports, this with an eye toward filing criminal 
charges in the case. 

The district attorney verified on Monday 
morning (today) his intention to meet with Wall¬ 
izer, but he declined comment when asked who, if 
any, will be charged with the arson claim. 

Wallizer's charge of arson is supported, 
he said, by "physical evidence...ashes, fire 
patterns," and by "burned wood" that "proves it." 

Wallizer told NEWS-LETTER that "We dis¬ 
covered this through analysis at the depart¬ 
ment of justice lab." Although Gibbons would 
not comment, Wallizer said "The district at¬ 
torney's office is now attempting to pursue a 
criminal complaint," and that "They're waiting 
on some material in the background of some of 
the finances of the individuals involved." 

Meanwhile, Economy Motor's insurance com¬ 
pany has refused to pay more than $300,000 to 
cover a damage claim filed by the company own¬ 
ers, Quint Sondergard and Victor Perry. 

There may be some action on that issue 
this week. Sondergard's and Periy's attorney, 
Faul Rudder, said over the weekend that his 
clients will respond "this week" to a lawsuit 
filed against his clients by the insurors, the 
Foyai Globe Insurance Company. Royal Globe has 
cuarged in its suit that Perry and Sondergard 
were responsible for the fire, but Rudder said 
their countersuit "will deny the allegations 
of the complaint...They are not at fault and 
we'll give the insurance company proof." 

Rudder charges further that "Wallizer 
handled the scene of the fire wrong," that the 

(See "ARSON", Page 5) 
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WATER ISSUE 

AFTER 30 YEARS 
"TAKING A LOOK" 

If Los Angeles City Councilman Zev Yar¬ 
oslavsky is to be believed it was "the first 
time in 30 years that an L.A. city councilman 
has come to Inyo County." 

. "High time," shot 

back one listener, and, 
"Well, they're starting 
to look, now will they 
listen," said another. 
But underlying a 
| lot of county-hardened 
1 cynicism was also grat¬ 
itude that in fact L.A. 
was indeed "looking." 

The councilman is 
a member of the city's 
1 . water and power commit¬ 
tee, and he came should¬ 
er to shoulder with some 
of the county's bitter¬ 
est opponents - Duane 


ZEV YAROSLAVSKY 


Georgeson, Paul Lane and company - to attend 
another meeting of the Inyo-Mono Committee at 
Bishop. Some observers thought it might be a 
"critical meeting," considering Yaroslavsky's 
presence, and dealing as it did with the sen¬ 
sitive issue of DWP leases. 

But seen in terras of "substance," very 
little more than rhetoric was presented - and 
this with a great deal of hand-wringing on 
both sides. The councilman's visit, however, 
may have signalled a slight shift in Los Ang¬ 
eles and DWP policy - at least such was the 

(flee YARDflTAVfl/CY, Page 7 / 
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BINGO ! 


» » » » A /OTES FR OM B.K .«<< benett kessier « « 


FOR INYO GAMES 
NO SHADY CHARACTERS 

"Nice little old ladies" and a lot of 
others v/ho like to play Bingo probably need 
not worry about the possibility of a sudden 
influx of shady mob-type characters into their 
favorite pastime. 

But the board of supervisors, partly 
with tongue-in-cheek and partly with genuine 
concern, is looking into Bingo and Bingo lic¬ 
ensing in Inyo. As one reporter put it when 
the matter came ups "Somebody tried to laugh 
but it came out more like a death rattle." 

What's causing all the hard looks at 
this favorite gams of churches and charities? 
The very fact of Bingo’s huge appeal and the 
large amounts of quick cash in even the small 
games. 

A recent state-level slackening in pre¬ 
viously stringent Bingo regulation is causing 
a lot of cow-county officials to look at their 
own regulatory statutes. And so it is with In¬ 
yo. As Supervisor Herb London said: "171th a 
limit of $ 2^0 a game, that could make it very 
attractive to somebody." 

%s statement came out at a board meet¬ 
ing and the reading of an ordinance which 
would add non-profit organizations to those 
permitted Bingo licenses. 

The trouble is that sometimes "non-prof¬ 
it" organizations, like certain charity groups, 
know very little about actually setting up a 
Bingo game and setting costs and pay-offs. 

And it is a fact that organized gamblers and 
even the Mafia, posing as altruistic and help¬ 
ful "fund-raisers," all-too-eagerly step in to 
provide the game - for a percentage. It is 
said that some of these know the game, and 
the "percentages," very well indeed. 

As the supervisors duly note, there is 
probably little for Inyo to be concerned about. 
But still...they turned the matter over to the 
district attorney's office in the hope he will 
turn up with a more limited dollar figure on 
the game. 


INYO'S ONLY "UNITED WAY" 

CITY LOSES 50 WORKERS* 

HARD TIMES AHEAD FOR 
SOME COUNTY CHARITIES 

A number of the county’s service and civ¬ 
ic organizations dependent upon public financ¬ 
ial support are feeling the crunch this year, 
thanks to reduced membership in one of their 
chief supporting groups. 

For years, the "Owens Valley D17P Employ¬ 
ees Club" has quietly and efficiently filled a 
critical gap in an area that otherwise has no 
systematic organization of public charities 
such as "Community Chest" or "United Way." Es¬ 
pecially hurt are Scouting programs and some 
civic groups. 

Vilhy the drop in membership, and its cor¬ 
responding decline in revenues? NEWS-LETTER 
learned on Friday that no fewer than £0 D7YP 
employees have retired, or resigned, in the 
past three or four years - a situation consis¬ 
tent with a pattern throughout the DYTP organi¬ 
zation everywhere. The DWP Owens Valley Engin- 

(See CHARITIES, Page It). 


A TIP OF OUR BONNET to 
the Bishop guy who sent in a 
check for a subscription to 
the NEWS-LETTER - and asked 
that it be sent "in a plain 
brown wrapper." Y. r e get his 
message...and we think he must 
be getting ours. Thanks, J. 1 V. 



TALK OF A STRIKE by some linemen working 
for Los Angeles department of ’Water and Power 
was prompted by the city's failure to pay up 
on a promised wage increase. The hangup seems 
to be the L.A. city attorney's office charged 
with drawing up the wage agreement for pres¬ 
entation to an also—slow—moving city council. 
The council's water and power committee put 
their okay on the long-fought-and-finally- 
settled wage agreement but the city attorney 
people are "busy with other laws." The wage 
increase is retroactive to July I 4 . and when - 
and if - the DYfP workers get it there will 
be a 6 . 1 £# addition to paychecks back to that 
date - good news for "about 200 " employees in 
Inyo. Maybe the city should pay its bills as 
promptly as it asks all of us to. 




A NEW INDEPENDENCE CAFE is attracting 
long lines of county workers. Jane Tiizinsky 
earned her food reputation last summer in a 
cafe venture high up in the Sierra's "Onion 
Valley," then closed ■with the season. Now she 
is doing her "home style" tling at the "Feed 
Bag," her name for the old Chinese restaurant 
which she bought out. County workers and offic¬ 
ials, finding an "alternative" lunch-spot, are 
hurrying there in droves. Tiizinsky, aware of 
area tastes, even offers a line of fare for 
vegetarians. For lunch, get there early and 
avoid long lines,to the salcd bar. I'm begin¬ 
ning to sound like a commercial, which won't 
happen often. 

•iHK* 

SCORES OF FRIENDS SADDENED by the death 
of Cal Coffman who with his family went out 
on a pleasant autumn-morning wood-cutting ex¬ 
pedition. A giant cottonwood fell over, crush¬ 
ing his leg. For hours surgeons worked on him 
at Southern Inyo Hospital; he died in the op¬ 
erating room. Of him one acquaintance of sev¬ 
eral years said, "He's the kind that was al¬ 
ways doing something for somebody...always 
helping out." Last rites today, Monday, for 
the man of whom another friend said, "There 
don't seem to be many like him left." 

■iteKt 


BISHOP HUMOR: To an unidentified buyer, 
the sale of the county's only cinema houses. 
Bishop Theater is on the block and the deal is 
said to be in escrow. And maybe on its way OUT: 
The Bishop Drive-in Theater which perhaps has 
seen (or been seen?) its last season. Located 
as it is on D17P-leased property, the word (al¬ 
so unofficial) is that the department wants it 
removed. None of the principals involved will 
comment for the record. 

•SBHf- 

A TUNNING COACH has a superstition about 
KIOQ News and Sports Reporter Bob Yfellman. But 
you'll have to check with Bob about that. 


















• 1 



Oct. 2U, 1977 

INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 

Page 3 


SCHOOL BOARD, Continued 

nuttedly hazey on just where responsibility 
- and power - rests. Board members now are at¬ 
tempting, with some success, to spell out "who 
has the power to do what." 

This year's board president, John Treacy, 
said the manual is needed primarily because of 
changes in a number of state laws pertaining to 
school board organizations in California* The 
issue is further complicated by the fact that 
the attorney general's office itself "hasn't 
yet figured out all the changes." 

In spite of all this, however, Treacy and 
the school board will put together "a document" 
which for the first time "lays out the author¬ 
ity and responsibilities of the board in every 
aspect, including joint powers with the super¬ 
intendent." 

Meanwhile, still simmering like a pot on 
a back burner, is the impasse in this year's 
wage iiegotiations. The county's tiny unit of 
the California School Employees Association is 
battling for a wage package which includes an 
across-the-board increase of 6.5$, and other 
benefits. From the employees' side of the issue 
comes the charge that the school board is offer-' 
ing "no reasonable co-operation," and that last 
year the employees settled reluctantly for a 
5 % increase -with no benefits - a figure far be¬ 
low cost-of-living increases. 

CSEA President Jim Huerta says he and the 
other employees "just can't afford to settle" 
for "a 1 % cost-of-living increase plus benefits, 
or a 5«8#wage bonus with no benefits," the 


MORE UNPAID WORKMEN 

INCREASING CONCERN OVER 
EXTENT OF UNPAID BILLS 
IN BISHOP SEWER PROJECT 

"H e worked all summer for nothing," com¬ 
plained the wife of Bishop Sub-contractor Earl 
Clair, "and now we need the money to pay our 
bills." 

Clair is one of an increasing number of' 
workmen now coming- forward to claim their pay 
for work done on the chaotic Bishop sewer pro¬ 
ject, an issue causing growing concern among 
county officials. 

Clair is a truck-driver who provided his 
truck to haul asphalt on the project, working 
sometimes from 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. For his effort 
he was paid only once — about $2,000, accord¬ 
ing to Mrs. Clair. And after the first month, 
no more payments came in. 

Asked why Clair continued in -the job 
when it became apparent he wasn't going to be 
paid, LIrs. Clair said, "Yfe believed the fore¬ 
man who told us to hang on, we'd get our mon¬ 
ey. We believed it was a reputable business." 

Meanwhile, Clair is one of several fil¬ 
ing "stop notices" with the county, a proced¬ 
ure that gives him and others some assurance 
of being paid - when the county makes its fin¬ 
al payments to the main contractor, Joe Ramos. 
The county, however, will not pay Ramos until 
all work and materials are paid for, a situa¬ 
tion which for now presents a fiscal standoff. 

Another problem: the sewer project, due 
for completion August 16, is yet unfinished, 
according to county officials. At a conference 
with the contractor last week, the county ap- 


amount he says the board is offering - and ap¬ 
parently holding to. 

Says Huerta: "The employees feel that the 
superintendent wants to punish us for pushing 

with our negotiations, by offering us next to 
nothing." 

On the school board's side of the issue 
is Administrative Assistant Jess McCollum, 
said to be the board's "main thrust" in negot¬ 
iations. Employees say McCollum "is a big part 
of the problem," and McCollum fires back: "The 
board can't justify the employees' demands to 
the taxpayers." 

Unexplained to the embattled employees, 
however, is the new carpeting on school office 
floors, and what they call "new and elaborate 
typewriters for some personnel" - these plus 
a plan (to them an irrittating one) to buy a . 
new micofilm system although the office now 
has one. 

Another employee gripe suggests a morale 
problem: "classified employees treated in a 
patronizing manner with little or no apprecia¬ 
tion for their work." And no help in the mat¬ 
ter is the school office's necessarily-close • 
quarters which provide a crowded setting in 
which the principals in the fight must work in 
close contact. 

For now, there is a plan afoot to bring 
in a state mediator to break the stand-off. 

Last year the employees argued that the admin¬ 
istrator had arbitrarily named some employees 
to "classified" positions in order to weaken 
the employees association. The state then came 
in bn that issue — and found the superintendent 
and the board in error. 


For about 200 people this week marks 
their first look at complimentary copies of 
NEWS-LETTER. For about that many more, we 
are sorry to sqy we must stiike them from 
our mailing-list$ more cutbacks will be made 
next week. If you like NEWS-LETTER, or even 
if you don't but want to read it, subscribe. 


peared more concerned with its own financial 
involvement with Ramos than with the problems 
of those he owes. But with complaints coming 
in, that position is changing. It is Ramos' 
complaint that the county owes him still more 
money lost in delays on the project caused by 
county right-of-way issues. In that, the Inyo 
administration admits some points and has paid 
Ramos an additional $50,000 over the contract 
price. He says it's not enough. 

The Clairs claim Ramos owes them about 
$7,500, that they've had to borrow money. She 
cites their home situation: he's "working 
night and day to keep up" with "two kids at 
home and two away at college." Clair talked 
to Ramos several weeks ago and said "He was 
very emotional and not at all reasonable." 

On just what to do about the issue, the 
board will consider its options at upcoming 
meetings. Among the options: Turn the issue 
over to Ramos* bonding company and "just tell 
them their contractor hasn't done his job," 
said the county administrator. "Let them com¬ 
plete it and fight it out with Ramos." 

For the county, perhaps that provides 
some forceful alternatives; for the Clairs, 
and a growing list of others like them, not 
much help for the foreseeable future. 
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FOR A JUDAS, A KEY SPOT 
IN COUNTY'S HIGH CIRCLES 

For a lot of city-weary media people, 
employed and unemployed alike, a key county 
job opening (and the possibility of mountain 
living with no loss of city contacts) is of¬ 
fering a tempting plum. 

Literally scores of them are applying 
to fill the county's advertised position of 
public relations counsel. 

By week's end no fewer than 83 aspiring 
FR types had mailed in their qualifications for 
Inyo's not-too-clearly-defined office that pre¬ 
sumably would carry the county's story - espec¬ 
ially its DWP story - to the media everywhere. 

But county officials, amazed at the re¬ 
turn on their advertisement in the LOS ANGELES 
TIMES, are now having some second thoughts. "I 
think," said County Administrator John K. Smith, 
"that we've opened a Pandora's Box." 

It all started some months ago when the 
county's Eastern Sierra. News Service volunteer- 

C HA PITIES, Continued 

eer, Jim WIckser, told NEWS-LETTER that the en¬ 
tire DWP payroll, which at one time included 
some 13,000 workers, is now down dramatically 
to about 10,000 - a cutback of nearly 23$. 

No exact figures are available, but it 
is believed by some that in Inyo County the 
DWP employee organization may be the county's 
chief community funder. A drop of 30 from its 
members hip must then heavily impact the recip¬ 
ients of its aid. As Wickser explained, the 
club has two primary functions: retirement 
parties and gifts for its own membership, and 
the administration of club money paid into the 
(otherwise lean) purses of various charities. 
The club also plays its part, as do all DWP 
employees (with the possibile exception of a 
pinchfisted few), in the DWP Donor's Welfare 
Plan - a payroll deduction system that prov¬ 
ides dollars for United Way, Polio Fund, and a 

fund for disabled employees. 

WLckser said that a DWP cost-cutting plan 
nd apparently on a system Of job attrition, 
is brought about the decrease in numbers of 
DWP job-holders. ri e said that as employees re¬ 
tire or resign their jobs are not always re¬ 
filled by new workers. 

Probably considered typical of DWP work¬ 
ers' charities is the civic club at Independ¬ 
ence. Each year, the club stages (among other 
of its works) a courthouse "Santa Claus" party, 
a popular Christmas event in which "Santa" ap¬ 
pears magically atop the courthouse roof, ac¬ 
companied by one of his startlingly realistic 
reindeer - all this to the delight and amaze¬ 
ment of scores, sometimes hundreds, of the 
county's tots'. 

As one civic club spokesman said, "The 
loss of even a hundred dollars is a lot when 
you operate on a close budget like ours." 

The partial loss of support from the em¬ 
ployees ' club has re-focused a paradox that In¬ 
yo Countians have lived with for a very long 
time: ’Whatever the county feels about the DWP - 
as an agency whose policies are often in ques¬ 
tion, it loves - and very often needs - DWP.'s 
workers and their civic interest and aid. 


ed its services and media contacts on a cost- 
only basis. The county administration, acutely 
aware that Inyo had been getting less than a 
fair shake in down-south media coverage, found 
merit in the proposal, but turned up with its 
own idea: Hire their "own man," a full-time 
PR representative and county public information 
officer, to "agressively carry the county's 
story to the media." That was sometime last 
spring. 

Two or three applicants were interviewed, 
but the supervisors were-— and are — indecis¬ 
ive. They had not, after all, ever dealt with 
the intricacies of large-scale public relations 
problems, nor with a metropolitan media that 
tends to ignore them. 

Meanwhile that metropolitan media con¬ 
tinues to carry - sometimes verbatim - the 
press handouts from DWP which handily overlook 
the county's "side" of the conflict. 

Administrator Smith says they're now 
"weeding out" those obviously unqualified for 
the county's proposed job - and pondering a 
new problem that suddenly has arisen with the 
influx of L.A. applicants: the "Judas" or spy 
possibility. County officials are aware that 
"a DWP man" migjit beat the odds of getting 
named to the job, sneaking past the supervis¬ 
ors under a dazzling array of credentials. 

"I wouldn't be surprised," said Smith. 
"It is their kind of tactic. It will be a 
tough job to go through all those LA applica¬ 
tions. We will have to have absolute assurance 
that the one we chose has no alliance with the 
DWP." 

How will they know? There is no sure way 
and some county officials are genuinely con¬ 
cerned. The PR man - or woman - that the coun¬ 
ty finally hires - if it is ever to have any 
counterbalance to DWP's heavy PR budget and 
media influence - will have to work closely 
with top officials in the county, and with the 
county's attorneys. It is a "sensitive" and a 
highly "confidential" position. Some county 
officials think it would "take months" to get 
to "know the man," and for him "to get to know 
the job - and the situation here." 

So far as is known, the county has not 
yet written off local applicants. 


PLANE CRASH UNDER 

FEDERAL INVESTIGATION 

The entry of federal officers into the 
investigation of a crashed airplane has more 
or less confirmed suspicions that the plane 
may have been used in drug trafficking. Mean¬ 
while, Inyo County sheriff's men, discovering 
that the crash - at Death Valley - is out of 
their jurisdiction, turned the investigation 
over to officers from Nye County, Nevada. 

li/hen discovered the plane had appar¬ 
ently been deliberately burned. All-too-care- 
frrlly destroyed were the craft's identifying 
numbers. It was the second such landing - or 
crash-landing - in Death Valley in recent 
months, suggesting that fly-in dope peddlers 
have found a good transfer point in Death Val¬ 
leys remote and unpatrolled areas. Broad flat- 
lands on the valley's dry lakebeds also afford 
year-round landing fields. The latest crash, 
near Tecopa, attracted Federal Drug Administra¬ 
tion people last 'week. As usual, whey remain¬ 
ed unavailable for comment. 
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PHONE TOWER 

AFTER MID-DECEMBER, 

NO MORE "STATIC" 

When tests are complete, 
a new mi crwave tower at In¬ 
dependence is expected to im¬ 
prove service for telephone 
users in the mid— and south- 
county area. 

Construction of the tow-g, 
er and its nearby structures, 
delayed for almost two years 
by environmentalists 1 opposi¬ 
tion, is now complete - at a 
cost of $270,000. 

Continental Telephone 
Company spokesmen said use of 
the tower will increase by a- 
bout 60 % the service-load cap¬ 
acity of present equipment. 

^egun early this year, 
the project got underway on- 
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ly after environmental impact studies were com¬ 
pleted. Company spokesmen said sound quality 
of telephone conversations will improve — with 
the elimination of "hum" and "static" which 
are nw sometimes heard as a "background noiseV 
The twer may later help to reduce toll 
cliarges - for a few large contract users. 


MICROWAVE TOWER NEAR INDEPENDENCE will improve area service 


"ARSON", Continued 

fire marshall "had the firemen bull-doze the 
fire remains which obliterated evidence and 
destroyed the records of my clients." Rudder 
charged that the procedure was "questionable." 

As for the bull-dozing. Bishop's Assis¬ 
tant Fire Chief Bob Richards declined comment. 
n e was at the' scene of the fire which erupted 
with a spectacular explosion in the middle of 


SUPERVISORS 'IN SPECIAL 
MEETING, EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The county board, cancelling its usual 
Tuesday meeting to attend a Sacramento con¬ 
ference, met briefly today. On their agenda: 
discussion of more contractor problems at 
^shopj a possible new recreation site near 
Little Lake; and agreement to pursue an unem¬ 
ployment insurance plan. They also held an 
executive session, volunteering no informa¬ 
tion on its content. 


WILDERNESS BILL 

COMMERCIAL GROUPS CALL IT 
"BIGGEST LAND GRAB OF ALL" 


the night. Most of the business was destroyed 
by fire.which rapidly spread through the buil¬ 
ding housing auto parts and equipment. 

On the issue of the bulldozer, use of 
which is very often considered "standard pro¬ 
cedure in such fires, Wallizer countered Rud¬ 
der's charge. H e said that the "bull-dozing of 
the area" v/as not "under his control." He add¬ 
ed that "I got my samples and that was all I 
was interested in." 

What, exactly, set off the explosion and 
fire? Y/allizer said lab tests indicate that a 
type of "liquid vapor" (such as that from gas¬ 
oline, solvent, or other volatile fluid) was 
responsible. If Y/allizer 1 or firemen are aware 
of how the liquid vapor was set off, they are 
not saying. 

Meanwhile, Rudder was asked off-handedly 
how his clients - two well-known members of the 
^shop business community - are faring through 
the "ordeal" of charges and countercharges. He 
replied that Sondergard and Perry "have indep¬ 
endent assets and'they're relying on this even 
though the destruction of their business, and 
the insurance company backing out, has been a 
serious blow." 


For a time free of the encroachment of 
the "Wilderness Bill" into its mountainlands, 
Inyo County appears now to be once again in¬ 
cluded - to the tune of a whopping 300,000- 
acre tract extending into the Kern HLateau. 

Ecologists and wilderness groups hoping 
to return to wildland the "Golden Trout" area 
and other high country scenic spots are find¬ 
ing few supporters among the county's coinmer— 
cial groups. Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce 
Manager Pat Farlander said last week that the 
"VJxlderness Bill" is the "biggest land grab 
of all...and we don't like it." 

Although the house of representatives 
had reduced the proposed wilderness acreage, 
cutting out Inyo County, the senate has rein- 
eluded it. As the bill stands now, vehicles 
and even some animals would be denied access 
to the area; some feel such exclusion may af¬ 
fect some of the county cattle producers' 
summer grazing lands. 

Pushing for passage of the bill are, a- 
mong others, the state fish and game depart¬ 
ment, California Senator Alan Cranston, and 
Governor Jerry Brown. California's other sen¬ 
ator - Hyakawa - appears to’oppose the legis¬ 
lation. 


Economy Motors remains open, but its 
trade, according tq one service station custom¬ 
er, is limited to' "a wrecking yard." Prior to 
the February fire, it furnished new and used 
automotive parts "and everything else" to a 
large patronage• 


Much of the county's commercial commun¬ 
ity sees the area in question as a potential 
slci or recreation spot, and clings to hopes 
it may someday spur the county's lagging ec¬ 
onomy. The bill's passage would deny almost 
all but the hardiest of hikers to the area. 
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...AFTERMATH 

SEVEN " 3 IKERS" CRUISING: 

PAIN, QUESTIONS AND CONJECTURE 

IN THE 'JAKE OF A NEAR-TRAGEDY 

Since the "big motorcycle accident^'. more 
than a week has gone by and friends of the sev¬ 
en riders - along with doctors, a lawyer, offi¬ 
cers and others - are still trying to piece to¬ 
gether "just what happened." This in spite of 
accurate and nea riy-complete coverage given the 
story by the local press and radio. 

One of the lucky survivors. Bob Waters 
of Villkerson Ranch, said early this week that 
an astonished acquaintance, "shocked and pale," 
approached him on the street and exclaimed, "I 
thought you were dead J" Such rumors persist. 

"Just what happened"is still a matter of 
conjecture. 7 /hy, they all ask, does a station 
wagon cruising on a mountain road turn sudden¬ 
ly and violently into a line of motorcyclists, 
"like a bowling ball into a line of ten-pins?" 

A moot question but one always in the minds of 
those who have somehow survived disaster. 

Some say, and there is a little evidence 
to support it, that the turn of the station 
wagon may have been intentional, perhaps a 
prank or an attempt at a game of "chicken" that 
ran disastrously out of control. 

From the line of seven "bikes," the sta¬ 
tion wagon clipped out three. It slammed one 
over the cliff and rolled over on another car¬ 
rying its rider with it as the wagon itself 
rolled crunching down the , ^ ~ 
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Bishop's Northern Inyo Hospital. From his bed 
there he told NEWS-LETTER, "I don't remember 
anything. I didn't se 9 it coming. I just don't 
know That hit me." His compound-fractured leg 
rests in traction, and only a few feet away in 
the same room is the other biker, Allen Rounds: 
"Terrifying. I was the third one hit. The oth¬ 
ers didn't see it coming, but I did. The guy 
made a 90-degree turn as if it was on purpose. 
He hit Stan and Bud head-on then slid sideways 
and got me with the tail-end. Bud got....the 
worst... u e was crushed under the car and both 
he and the car went over together. I was air- 
boume for a few seconds, then my middle tore 
off the handlebars. I thought I lost my vital 
organs but I had sixteen stitches and every¬ 
thing's okay.". 

Except for a fractured pelvis. 

The others who escaped - barely, and 
then thanks only to some tricky riding - were 
"the guy3 behind us...Tom Dewes who ran over 
a wrecked bike but didn't go down, and Bob 
Willis and Jim Horton.. .Both, of them had girl¬ 
friends on the back, but they were able to 
stop okay." ' 

Where were they all going? Those who 
could, or would, tell about the accident said 
first that "it was a beautiful day." And in 
the previous week, there had been some visit¬ 
ors: Michael and Debbie David, former Bishop 
residents, motorcycle fans, now living in Rio 
Vista. They were returning home and the others 
decided to ride with them as far as Yosendte. 

A perfect day for a perfect "cruise-ride^" on. 
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cliff's steep incline. 

Amazingly, not one 
has died, but three riders 
are sorely wounded. Tell¬ 
tale skidmarks on the Tio¬ 
ga Pass highway show where 
the station Wagon driver, 
a 19-year-old Krdesto boy 
later arrested.for drunken 
driving, made his sudden, 
sharp, over-the-centerline 
turn from his own lane. 

’Waters had just mom¬ 
ents before brought his 
big "Harley" into the head 
of the line. He told Law¬ 
yer Paul Rudder at Bishop 
that the driver "looked at 
him in a strange fashion" 

- and then he witnessed in 
his rearview mirror the 
crashing, slam-bang melee that followed* First 
hit, and worst hurt a3 it turned out, was Cyc¬ 
list 3 ud Clayton. Nov/, more than a week later, 
Clayton remains in critical condition at Mono 
General Hospital at Bridgeport, where all the 
injured were first taken. 

The careening, rolling station wagon, by 
then completely out of control of its young 
driver, rolled over on Clayton and carried him 
along like a rag-doll as it crashed down the 
steep hillside. 

At almost the same time the car caught 
Stan Steele full-face and it shot him and his 
motorcycle over the same cliff. In that split 
second, Steele's‘ride "went blank." In the days 
that followed ho wa3 moved from Bridgeport to 
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"CRUISING 1 ON AN INTO MOUNTAIN RQADj new "respectability"-and danger. 


winding roads, attractive scenery, at about 
35 >-U5 miles an hour.) 

After a picnic at Yoseraite, the Davids 
went on west. i he others started back dorm the 
long Tioga grade to keep their fateful ap¬ 
pointment with a station wagon and a cliff. 
Biggest question of all: How are they alive ? 
Even the station wagon driver who rolled a 
few hundred feet down the cliff with his car 
...and then walked away unhurt. 


THE "BIKER IMAGE" 

For years, motorcyclysts were gene re¬ 
ally thought of as a bad lot, "Hell's Angels" 
and "gangs," but that is changing. Y«ith "Hon¬ 
da" - and 70-cent gas - came"respectability." 
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YAROSLAVSKY, Continued 

expressed hope of many present# A few there, a- 
mong them not only officialdom of the county 
but also members of the business community, saw 
"a glimmer of hope.” 

It was a crowded session held in a confer¬ 
ence room at Bishop's Bank of America building. 
Focal points of the meeting; the lease issue it¬ 
self ; lawsuits between Inyo County and DYTPj and 
the question of whether the department of water 
and power should in any case be "in the land¬ 
lord business” here - or anyplace# 

On the latter point Yaroslavsky posed 
more of a question than an answer but still it 
formed what has so far been L#A.'s strongest 
policy statement. Said Councilman Zev: ”1 don't 
see, on the surface, any useful purpose it 
serves by our continuing to hold on to these 
(commercial) properties. It will mean very lit» 
tie to us, one way or the other, but it obvious¬ 
ly means a lot to people up here.” 

Amen, thought a number of his listeners, 
but then arose the question, simply, does Yar¬ 
oslavsky speak for himself, for DWP, or for 
that matter, anyone in L#A. ? VJhat he had neg¬ 
lected to comment on was the built-in political 
pov/er of DWP's extensive land and structure 
holdings in Inyo. Recently the DWP has been ac¬ 
cused of "punishing” the county by limiting the 
terms of leases and by bestowing or witholding 
leases according to the current "political cli¬ 
mate" (as one water commissioner termed it)# 

Yaroslavsky said he "wouldn't call it 
punishment,” but that he does think "there is a 
realistic perception about what's happening.” 

In Inyo County, as for "what's happening,” 
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR JOHN K. SMITH paused 
for photographers with Zev Yaroslavsky# 


the visiting councilman was told in no uncert¬ 
ain terms by a number of speakers. He held to 
a conservative response, however: "I don't 
think it is blackmail (DWP's use of lease pres¬ 
sure) and I don't think it's the things that 
many of you think it is.” 

Y/hat then, is it 7 Yaroslavsky told a re¬ 
porter, Benett Kessler, that "YJe would like 
some co-operation from the people up here on 
some of the problems that mean a lot to us#., 
like water...our water...and an assured water 
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LONE PINE BUSINESSWOMAN Elsie Ayers has long 
advocated peace between Inyo County and DWP* 
Following committee meeting last week, Ayers 
conferred with DWP's Duane Georgeson. 


supply for the future. I think from a political 
standpoint you can't divorce the two. 

"I know that ray colleagues on the city 
council - when it has anything to do with Inyo 
County - are very much dorm on being co-operat¬ 
ive in view of the recent history of court ac¬ 
tion and lawsuits. 

"When you want co-operation from an in¬ 
dividual you don't get it by antagonizing him. 
That's human nature. I think there's a lack of 
willingness by the city to bend over backwards 
for people that are out to get them.” 

But the councilman - who is a member of 
the L.A. city council's water and power comm tr¬ 
ee - admitted that "it will take as much give 
on our end as it will on the Inyo County end.” 

Yaroslavsky did go so far as to say, this 
in regard to the leases, that he "could see” 
how the business leases could "be used as lev¬ 
ers” until the litigation is resolved# 

In spite of Yaroslavsky's sometimes-com- 
mital words, a concensus of those attending the 
meeting was that nothing much was accomplished. 
u ne official called the meeting "a big stall 
for finally settling the leases that are still 
up in the air...and the property question in 
general.” 

If, in fact, it-was the first visit "by 
a city councilman in 30 years,” what then did 
the councilman do ? Mostly held meetings with 
people and made a quickie trip to Mono. 


For subscription to the 
INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 


Special "Try-out” 
Subscription: 

12 YJEEKS - $? 


□ 50 WEEKS AT $32 □ 25 WEEKSAT $17 


Mr. 

Mrs. 

Send to: Ms.. 


Address. 
City_ 


.State 


Zip 


□ Payment Enclosed Q Bill Me 






























--- The Diagnosticians 
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BOARD 1.EUBER; "And what is your prognosis. Doctor?" 

SPECIALIST: "I think if you don't pass that bond issue, you'd better call Ted Sullivan." 
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